
ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑳᓱᐤ pakitinikâsow (they have permission and are released) (2026), mesh, nylon, 
velvet, PVC, leather, D rings, shibari rope, hide tanning rack, thread. 60" x 60". Collection of the 
Artist.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑳᓱᐤ pakitinikâsow (they have permission and are released) reimagines the 

starblanket as both a sacred cultural form and a site of personal and political 

reclamation. Starblankets are traditionally gifted to mark care, kinship, and life 

transitions; in this work, that gesture is turned inward. The blanket is made as an 

offering to myself—honouring who I have been, while affirming who I am now. 

Constructed at a large scale using materials associated with kink and queer subcultures 

– leather, PVC, mesh, lace, nylon, and shibari rope – the work brings together softness 

and restrained, protection and exposure, devotion and desire. These materials carry 

histories of taboo, pleasure, and survival, and are intentionally woven into a form that is 

culturally resonant and spiritually grounded. By doing so, the work refuses the false 

separation between Indigeneity and sexuality, insisting that eroticism, care, and 

sovereignty can coexist. 

As an abuse survivor, this work emerges from a desire to reclaim parts of myself that 

were once punished for being visible. The use of black – often associated with my own 

presentation – grounds the work in lived experience, connecting personal identity to a 

form traditionally associated with warmth, ceremony, and protection. The blanket 

becomes a site of embodied permission: to take up space, to feel desire without shame, 

and to exist fully. 

ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑳᓱᐤ pakitinikâsow (they have permission and are released) holds tension rather 

than resolution. It is both armour and offering, tender and defiant. It asks what it means 

to give care to oneself, and how cultural forms can expand to hold queer, disabled, and 

survivorship-centered ways of being. Ultimately, the work is an act of refusal and 

celebration—a declaration that survival, pleasure, and spirituality are not opposing 

forces, but deeply intertwined. 

 


