Ld"'C-> sdkohtwaw (they overcome, and are victorious) (2025), hospital bracelet, seed
beads, thread, medication bottle, pine needles, various sizes. Collection of the Artist. NFS.
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sakohtwéw is a body of work that confronts the intimate violence of medical and
institutional systems and reclaims them through Indigenous, queer, and disabled
presence. The work consists of six beaded hospital bracelets accumulated over two
years of disability-related care, alongside two large-scale photographs: one depicting a
beaded hospital bracelet bearing my deadname, and another showing a beaded

prescription pill bottle paired with a pine needle basket.

Hospital bracelets and prescription containers are designed to reduce the body to
data—to categorize, surveil, and control. For Indigenous and disabled people, these



objects often carry misrecognition, erasure, and harm, marking moments when
autonomy and dignity are compromised. By beadworking these items, | intervene in that
process. The slow, deliberate labour of beading transforms objects of vulnerability into
acts of agency, turning medical artifacts into sites of refusal, survival, and care.



